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The clinic helped the family with everything 
needed such as legal assistance, voice therapy, 
sexual health care, hormone therapy, and top 
surgery. Now, her parents understand and support 
Rose in her journey. Rose is now sixteen and she 
radiates confidence and security (Castillo, 2020).  

After telling you about this happy-ending 
experience, I want to analyze some factors and 
how they led to this favorable result.    

A 2020 survey show us that the United States is 
in the top 10 most supportive countries for 
transgender rights (Armbrecht, 2017). As we know, 
the United States is a first-world country, which is 
more developed in this topic and has more 
economic resources. We can compare it with 
Ucrania, for example, which is in the middle of the 
war and which main concern is to survive. At this 
point, we can assume that they cannot have the 
“luxury” right now to invest in this type of problem.   

Also, Rose is a white person with Asian heritage. 
We know that white trans people have more 
privileges than trans people of color. Firstly, being 
black, for example, unfortunately leads to having a 
higher risk of experimenting several types of 
violence. Secondly, white trans people have a lot 
more representation and visibility in media, which 
falls into a repetitive pattern of excluding 
marginated people from cultural and 
entertainment products (Cange, 2015).   

Transitioning is an expensive procedure, and Rose 
got the opportunity to receive assistance at a 
Standford Clinic, but I could not find the price they 
had to pay for the whole medical process. 

Having by her side a diverse group of specialists 
and doctors, she says that she has been taking 
estrogen for six months. This means that if 
someone has Medical Insurance it would cost 
around $1000 dollars per year (Richardson, 2020). 
If she decides to have a surgical procedure, the 
estimated price would be of around $100,000 
(Jackson, 2015). These numbers are shocking for 
me because they are clearly unaffordable for 
most of the world’s population.   

Regarding more about her context, Rose was born 
in 2004, and came out as a trans individual in 
2017. During this year, gender transition was 
already well-known for some people and even 
some protests focused on LGBTQ+ rights 
happened in the US that same year. She is living in 
an era where, thankfully, people are being more 
empathetic, diverse, and understanding. Maybe if 
she had been born fifty years earlier, she would’ve 
never had the opportunity of consider getting the 
surgery or even coming out.    

For me, Rose had one of the best trans journeys 
thanks to her situation. As you might know, 
transgender people still fight every day to get the 
justice and the rights they deserve. There are 
many discussions surrounding this, but we are 
creating a better world one day at a time. Rose 
shared her story on Stanford’s Clinic web page, 
which I think is very useful because I was able to 
easily find this teenager’s experience thanks to 
the big platform they used to share it. People can 
find good resources to get information and even 
to find someone to help them through their 
journey.

GBTQphobia is any sort of discrimination 
against people that are part of the LGBTQ+ 
community, no matter their identity. It can be 

any sort of discrimination against a specific gender 
or against an affective and sexual orientation. It can 
be manifested by pushing communities to the side 
as if they didn’t matter in the world, yelling slurs at 
them, committing physical violence, psychological 
violence, conversion therapy, etc. 

I chose to discuss this problem because despite it 
being a problem that has been addressed for 
decades, or even more than that, it still exists 
because people remain ignorant about the fact that 
LGBTQphobia is literally violating rights of people 
who are simply existing and searching their identity. 
It is important to recognize it to be able to eradicate 
it, because we cannot get rid of something if we do 
not know what, how or where it is. 

To explain this topic better I would like to reference 
the Chairwoman and Ceo of The Aguda, Association 
for LGBTQ Equality in Israel, their names being Nurit 
Shein and Ohad Hizki respectively. Just for you to 

know who we are talking about, Nurit Shein has 
been a founding member of The Aguda, and has 
amassed years of experience in civil rights groups. 
Ohad Hizki manages and operates the Aguda’s 
services, which include legal aid, a variety of social 
services, operation of an emergency line, a refugee 
project, and a reporting center for homophobic 
incidents. He was also instrumental in organizing the 
recent and largest LGBTQ protest in Israel. Both, as 
you can see, work in The Aguda, and it's important to 
point this out because it is said that it is Israel’s first 
and leading LGBTQ human rights organization.

In a report of LGBTQphobia in Israel, they have 
stated: “Regretfully, as every year, the number of 
reports regarding discrimination, hate crimes, and 
denial of equal rights against the LGBTQ community 
has significantly increased during 2020. The 
following report reveals the fact that LGBTQphobia 
hasn’t left anyone out and has compelled us to take 
care of all its ramifications in every aspect […] Ever 
since The Aguda Report Center, named after Nir 
Katz (RIP) was established a decade ago, there has 
been a constant increase of reported incidents”. 
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I have taken this as a claim, coming from an organization 
and not just any person on social media, because it 
simply sums up one of our points. Also, because I believe 
that taking any statement from anybody, whether it is a 
positive or negative view, would not be as effective 
because usually it’s just about opinions, and an opinion 
is NOT what we are looking for when we talk about civil 
rights and lives. Do we? 

Back to the point, this organization has been existing for 
quite a while, working for years. Yet, they reported the 
rise of incidents instead of their fall (showing many 
different graphs, examples of where these issues 
occurred and how they happen) in recent years. It is very 
sad to see that despite our society keeps trying to 
progress, history always repeats itself and we do not 
easily move on from this. It is even easier to believe 
these claims just by looking up the news, or their own 
report, to see the numbers of violence of any type that 
are registered. Sometimes you don’t need to see it with 
your own eyes to believe in something. 

These people as an organization have a really important 
role when it comes to the topic, because they can act 
and prevent numbers of these assaults to continue. 
They can also keep informing about what exactly goes 
on, especially in communities of minorities who struggle 
a lot with such topics. Point is, spreading the word when 
you have a bigger role in society, even if it is not on the 
very top of them, is significant if we want to progress for 
the future. Though, I know it is a little contradictory to 
say that, because I previously mentioned how we 
always repeat history, but what I mean is that even the 
smallest actions can help us progress as a society, and 
when I say that we repeat mistakes over and over again, 
they will usually happen less and less when we learn 
from them. 

Even though this organization has stated how it has 
increased, it does not mean their efforts are useless. In 
fact, sometimes even seeing these problems grow in our 
current century can help society grow and look more 
into it, avoiding the ignorance that has been happening, 
and bringing even more awareness to this. It might take 
a while to completely eradicate this virus of hatred 
towards communities, but it will be worth the time, 
especially if we people begin to spread our word so more 
organizations like this extend.   
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Por Julio Morales

a elegancia era, dentro de su 
criterio, más que un estilo de vida, sino 
una manera de pensar. Payton Dagger 

era un hombre que jamás verías mal vestido o 
sucio. Destacado por sus finos modales y su 
exquisita manera de hablar, era un caballero 
refinado y carismático, con un intelecto 
privilegiado y un ímpetu pomposo. Uno de los 
mejores escritores ingleses que jamás habían 
existido. El siglo XX apenas comienza y el 
señor Dagger ya era reconocido por su 
ingenio en el arte de la lengua y la literatura. 
Es un hombre silencioso y excéntrico que no 
habla más de lo necesario. Usualmente se le 
encuentra sentado en la terraza de su 
admirable vivienda, con un cigarro en sus 
labios y una taza de té caliente en su mano 
izquierda, mientras que, en la otra, sostiene 
una pluma. Se le observa sumido en la tinta y 
el papel, consumido por la riqueza de su 
propia creatividad, regocijado con mundos y 
seres que solo existen dentro de su mente. 
Inmutable y sereno, jamás perderá la 
compostura ni el ingenio. 

Un londinense respetable, elegante y 
destacado, sin aparentemente nada inusual 
que presentar. Sin embargo, sus vecinos 
cuchichean constantemente, y los rumores 
se han extendido por todo Londres. Se dice 
que Mr. Payton Dagger guarda en su sótano 
un secreto. Los vecinos afirman haber 
escuchado ruidos extraños en su casa, 
inusuales para tratarse de un simple escritor. 
Ruidos metálicos… chirridos desconocidos.  

Suspiro amargamente, permitiendo que el 
humo de mi pipa se disperse por todo mi 
despacho. Acomodo mi sombrero y me 
reclino hacia adelante en la molesta silla de 
madera para leer mejor el papel que tengo 
delante. Las instrucciones son claras, pero 
ridículas. Investigar a un londinense 
respetable sin evidencia previa sería abuso de 
autoridad, sin embargo, como inspector 

inglés, yo no establezco las órdenes, muy por 
el contrario, mi trabajo es seguirlas. 

Abrocho mi chaleco y cojo mi abrigo 
momentos previos antes de salir 
perezosamente.  

La tormenta que se desata es notablemente 
precipitada y atronadora. Es inusual que, en 
estas fechas, a finales de febrero, surjan este 
tipo de aguaceros tan potentes. Soy 
afortunado de cargar conmigo siempre un 
paraguas.

Abrirme paso en la calle con la estridente lluvia 
gélida es una acción poco reconfortante. Mi 
abrigo y mi sombrero son poco cálidos e 
insuficientes en contra del frío y el agua, sin 
mencionar que mi paraguas es anticuado, el 
cual presenta numerosos agujeros, una 
herramienta inútil. 

Una tienda cercana muestra los últimos 
periódicos del día, aquellos que ya no se 
venderán. Saco ágilmente mi reloj dentro del 
abrigo para descubrir que son las 6:35 de la 
tarde, apegándose fielmente a mis 
estimaciones.  

Alguien choca conmigo en su apresurada 
carrera, impactando su hombro con el mío en 
un acto brusco y ofensivo. No alcanzo a verle 
el rostro porque se lo cubría con su sombrero 
oscuro, pero puedo observar con lástima que 
carecía de abrigo. El gesto es descortés, por 
supuesto, aunque su apresuramiento es 
comprensible con semejante tormenta como 
esta, ningún individuo disfruta de ver su ropa 
mojada y su sombrero empapado. 

La estación de tren está cerca, a no más de 
150 metros, puedo escuchar su pitido 
mientras avanza, acompañados del dulce 
sonido de las llantas metálicas sobre los rieles.
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